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December 30, 2020 

 

Dear TSD Families, 

I hope you are all enjoying this beautiful December break, and are able to spend focused time with 
your immediate family.  While it is indeed a strange time, I am thankful for several positive 
developments we have had over the past days and weeks:   

1. We needed the county metrics to come down, and they have come down considerably, and 
continue to move in the right direction.  We have come down from a high of over 13% in 
Positivity Rate to 5.1% (as of today).  Similarly, the Incidence Rate has decreased from a high 
of around 1300 to 721.8 (as of today).  While these numbers are encouraging, we need for 
them to continue to drop and stay low. 

2. We needed to take steps to make our schools even safer.  Here are some of those steps: 
a. Implement COVID testing for students.  We are ready to begin student COVID testing 

next week.  Here are some details: 
i. I will follow this message by sending out a consent form to all guardians, and 

request that you fill out a form for each student as soon as possible.  If you are a 
guardian for more than one student, then you will receive more than one email. 

ii. Please reach out me or any other school or district personnel for help filling out 
the form, should you need any help.  

iii. We cannot test a student if a consent form has not been completed, signed, 
and submitted. 

iv. We will test students who are present for in-person learning, starting with our PreK 
students and the high priority groups who are present next week.  As we phase 
students into in-person learning, we plan to follow a routine surveillance testing 
schedule of testing each student every other week. 

v. For information on the testing we will use see: https://microgendx.com/covid-19-
pooled-testing/ 

vi. For students who have trouble generating saliva (particularly our youngest 
students), we will be able to use oral swabs, which is like gently wiping a Q-tip 
around the student’s mouth. 

vii. The more students we can test the safer our schools will be, and the more likely 
we can move to and stay in in-person instruction. 

b. Vaccinate district staff.  We had a plan to begin vaccinating staff as early as this week, 
but the re-prioritization announced by the Governor today has now unfortunately 
delayed this.  SMC Public Health is awaiting clarification from the state on when school 
staff vaccinations can begin; we hope as soon as possible. 

c. Improve our air circulation and filtration even more.  We have completed duct 
cleaning and filtration unit deployment. 

d. Encourage more students and staff to wear KN-95 masks.  We will continue to move in 
this direction. 

 

Based on our current status, we will remain in remote learning with high priority groups for next week, 
with hopes of phasing into in-person learning as soon as possible after that.  Our ability to phase into 
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in-person learning will depend on county metrics, student and staff test results, and the staff 
vaccination timetable. 

Each school will be reaching out to those high priority groups to confirm their in-person attendance 
for next week.  Please reach out if you have questions. 

Please remember that we still have the potential for a surge in cases as a result of the holiday 
break.  Your continued diligence will help our cause to get students back into school.  Please 
continue to limit indoor gatherings; please wear masks; please stay home and get tested if you have 
symptoms; please wash your hands frequently.  And please enjoy the remainder of your break. 

 

Here’s to a Happy 2021, 

John Pandolfo 
Superintendent 
jpandolfo@telluride.k12.co.us 
970-369-1213 

 

mailto:jpandolfo@telluride.k12.co.us

